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‘Little Mix’, National Television Awards 2012

Nicoline Refsing / Rockart Design : Nicoline Refsing is the creative powerhouse behind
the scenes of the entertainment industry. It was Nicoline’s unique ability to interpret,
distill and communicate artistic messages that saw her quickly rise to the top of her field.
Founding Rockart Design in 2011, she started her career under the wing of production
design icon Mark Fisher of Stufish. Today, Rockart Design is without a doubt a global
leader in its field, thanks to a unique blend of creativity, technical skill, experience,
meticulous attention to detail and care. Nicoline's design credits include The National
Television Awards, The Brits, as well as award ceremony performances for a host of
international artists. In 2015, Rockart Design was introduced to the world of e-sports.

Nicoline has been nominated for TPi's Set Designer of the year award.
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‘Rihanna’, Brit Awards 2008
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Kim Sowon : Please tell us a bit about your background.

Nicoline Refsing : I'm Danish and grew up in Copenhagen. | completed my Masters at
The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, specalising in Production Design. After finishing,
| moved to London to work for Mark Fisher of Stufish, where | had the opportunity to work
on some of the world’s biggest shows including The Rolling Stones, U2, Michael Buble,
Take That, Robbie Williams, MTV EMAs and VMAs and the legendary Cirque du Soliel. |
also worked on the design for sporting events including the Beijing Olympics Opening and
Closing Ceremony. | was with Mark for just over six years before | started my own creative
studio, Rockart Design. It really was quite an extraordinary time. | also started to craft

content as a screen producer and creative director.

Kim Sowon : What made you go to Japan to study traditional Japanese architecture after
graduation. How does it influence your works?

Nicoline Refsing : | have always been greatly inspired by Eastern philosophy, culture and
architecture; in fact I've probably spent close to two and a half years in the region travelling
around with my camera. I've been fortunate enough to visit a lot ancient temples like Ankor

Wat in Cambodia, Pagan in Burma, Borobudur and Prambanan in Java Indonesia. After

finishing my bachelor degree | went to Japan. | wanted to do an exchange program abroad

and was looking for somewhere the perception of space was fundamentally different
to ours in Demark. What fascinated me about Japanese architecture was the point of
view - most of which is based on a person sitting on their knees on tatami mats at about
1.2m, in the West, we work from an eye level of 1.6m. In Japan, composition is central to
everything, whether it's the view from the tearoom - with a garden in the middle ground and
the mountains in the background. When [ first saw the traditional temples and gardens,
| remember thinking it was so incredibly beautiful it had to be connected to a greater
universal cosmos. The Japanese way of process and design has been a huge nspiration
for my work and career. | look at all of the expressive parameters and make a composition
out of them. | try to achieve a balance between movement and stillness, noise and silence,
the monochrome and the colorful. It's about telling a story that travels through moments

both big and small, and peaks at the very right time, a bit like life itself.

Kim Sowon : What's the secret to your super wide range of services in the past six years?

Nicoline Refsing : It's driven by my ambition to always deliver bigger and better shows. I'm
a perfectionist and always strive to deliver the highest quality in everything I do. On shows
of this scale, there are always a lot of people involved - you need to lead large creative
and technical teams to achieve the result you imagine. This requires the right attitude
to motivate people, making sure you get their best skills and energy to make it all come
together. | love working with other creatives. | remember Mark Fisher saying ‘When you
design a set, make sure it is so strong that when it's been taken apart, you can still see the

essence of your idea’.
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Kim Sowon : What's your strong point which leads your success to continue? A I AIESHM E2 JIHE A5 = HIZ0| BRI
Nicoline Refsing : | think communication is an essential skill in this business, asking + LIZ2l YITM : 0| 20f0A] & LSt 522 AS0[2tT M2sict 20

the right questions to get a deeper understanding for authentic design. Authenticity
is a key word for me. | think it's always important to remain curious. My education
has provided me with a strong technical understanding, but | am always interested
to learn new technology that will increase the possibilities of what we can do. We
have been quite successful at visualizing our designs in 3D renders. We have new
visualization software ‘Rad Lab" which allows us to show our clients exactly what
- : - we can deliver. | spend most of my time trying to discover the core of a project, and
Brit Awards 2010 amplify that to the audience in a clear way. For me, it's less about designing a concept

that people have to fit into, and more about allowing them to better understand the

heart and soul of the artist.

Kim Sowon : How do you feel after the show?

Nicoline Refsing : | usually take some time off after a big show and do something

completely different and down to earth. | love horse riding, especially dressage, ' Z7IC}. 2= 7tEF0|Lt XS0 AlZHS BLD MA|S| A=) 2AMEE EHA
playing tennis and spending time with my family and friends. | also spend time goingto ' A2 FZS A=Ct
exhibitions, theater and concerts to get new inspiration.
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Kim Sowon : Please define your design with three adjective.
Nicoline Refsing : Passionate, Sensual, Authentic. I'm inspired to learn what makes an

artist unique - to understand what they are trying to say and why. Through my creative ' 113 0[0f7|2 MY56H=X| Olalista{l STt I A K&7P7t s} ¢85 o
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direction and production design, | help artists connect with their audience on a deeper ' ZH AESIEE X X1} FA HZHS SH= Z0|CH 159 0[0F7|S CHs1

level. | develop their story, amplifying their passion and purpose so that it is clear and ' 159 ¥X1 2 HZ B ¥sH= ZZ 7H= Z0| 20|10 2|07} M7ICt,

meaningful to those they are trying to reach.

‘Kylie Minougue’, Brit Awards 2008 ‘Duffy’, Brit Awards 2009
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Kim Sowon : What would be your dream project and why? LIZ2l YOA : ERA ATZIAE 235|308 21 AC), EREA ATDZIAEIS
Nicoline Refsing : Designing the next Bruce Springsteen tour. Bruce Springsteen is ' X&MO| HZ E5ICL SAEN 7t2H 17} 6{EH IHE HHE SM0|A

the godfather of authenticity. When you go to one of his concerts, you see how he

lifts the spirits of a whole stadium. He connects people and fills them with positive
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energy. It is less about him and more about the music and what happens on a collective
unconscious level. Bruce and the E-street band have never toured with a big custom
designed stage, it wouldn’t be right to put the show into a strong visual theme or
concept, but | still think you could streamline the design and with that create an even
stronger connection between Bruce, the band and the audience.

Kim Sowon : Could you tell us about your current projects? Hod @ L= 39 250 8 3 ME 2 AN 21FS HIF
Nicoline Refsing : | am moving more into Show Direction and fundamental Show A HUCZ AHEH 0|7 202 AHAAFHA
Creation, which I'm very excited about. It has been a natural progression from design,
content and creative direction. | think clients are drawn to the spectacular nature of the
shows | deliver. My broad understanding of each and every element of a show allows

Pink Funhouse Arena Tour Eurovision 2015 me to create impactful experiences. Interviewer - Editor : Kim Sowon ***Image courtesy of Nicoline Refsing !}
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